
WINERY ORDER FLOW CHART

Subject to statewide Winery Order

Start

Produce 
between 10K and 15M gallons 

of winery 
process water?

Have individual Waste Discharge
Requirement (WDR) issued by

regional board.

Produce less than 10K gallons
of winery process water

annually?

Discharge water 
to land (i.e store process water
 in a pond, irrigate with process

water, use process water 
for frost or treat water through

 septic system?

Subject to statewide Winery Order.

Yes

No
Produce more than 15M

gallons of winery process water
annually?

No

YesYes

North Coast
Region 1? Napa? San Francisco Bay

Region 2 
(outside of Napa)?

 Central Coast
Region 3?

Central Valley
Region 5? Other region?

No  Discharge water to a municipal sewer
system or tank all process water and

haul to water treatment facility and do
not land apply winery solids, you are

not subject to the Winery Order.

Stop

Generally exempt from statewide
Winery Order unless regional board
determines facility poses a threat to

water quality.

For more information, contact Noelle Cremers.

Go to Winery Order Flow
Chart - Region 1 

Go to Winery Order Flow
Chart - Napa 

Go to Winery Order Flow
Chart - Region 2 
(outside of Napa)

Go to Winery Order Flow
Chart - Region 3

Go to Winery Order Flow
Chart - Region 5 

Go to Winery Order Flow
Chart - Other Region 

Yes

No

No No No No No

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Stop
No
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WINERY ORDER FLOW CHART - NORTH COAST REGION 1

No

Subject to statewide Winery Order

Small winery 
(1.5K gallons or less of 

process wastewater or 3K gallons 
per day or less and produce no more
than 5 gallons of waster per gallon of
wine produced) covered under the

Wine, Beverage and Food 
Processor Waste to

 Land waiver.*

Covered under the General WDR for
discharge of Wine, Beverage and Food

Processor Waster to Land 
General Order?**

Are you covered under an
individual WDR issued by the

regional board?***

Be prepared to sign-up for statewide
Winery Order in February 2026

 when the waiver expires.
Wait for the regional board 

to contact you.
Wait for the regional board

 to contact you.

No

Yes Yes Yes

Start

No Sign-up with the regional board
by January 2024.

For more information, contact Noelle Cremers.

*Adopted Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirement for Discharges of Wine, Beverage and Food Processor Waste to Land, Order No. R1-2021-0001. 
**Adopted General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Wine, Beverage and Food Processor Waste to Land, Order No. R1-2016-0002.
 ***A permit to operate a septic system does not qualify as a Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) under this program and wineries will need to enroll in the statewide Winery Order in addition to the septic permit.
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Existing Winery permit
with Napa County?

 Have an individual
WDR with the

regional board?

Wait for Napa County  to contact
you to sign-up under the county's

new winery permit.
Wait for the regional
board to contact you.

No

Yes Yes

No
Sign-up with the regional board

by January 2024.

Start

WINERY ORDER FLOW CHART - NAPA COUNTY

 Have an individual
WDR with the

 regionl board?*

Wait for the regional
board to contact you.

Yes

No Sign-up with the regional
board by January 2024.

Start

WINERY ORDER FLOW CHART - SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION 2
(outside Napa County)

For more information, contact Noelle Cremers.

 *A permit to operate a septic system does not qualify as a Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) under this program and wineries will need to enroll in the statewide Winery Order in addition to the septic permit.

mailto:ncremers@wineinstitute.org


WINERY ORDER FLOW CHART - CENTRAL COAST REGION 3

No

Subject to statewide Winery Order

Small winery (crush 160 
tons of grapes or less annually, or

produce 10K cases or 26K gallons of
pressed wine annually) that was covered

by the regional board's waiver?*
Covered under the Region 3 

general WDR?*
Have an individual WDR?**

Sign-up with regional
board by January 2024

because waiver expired.
Wait for the regional
board to contact you.

Wait for the regional
board to contact you.

No

Yes Yes Yes

Start

No Sign-up with the regional board
by January 2024.

WINERY ORDER FLOW CHART - CENTRAL VALLEY REGION 5

No

Subject to statewide Winery Order

Small winery (discharges less 
than 1M gallons of process 

water to land annually) 
 covered under the regional 

board's waiver?*

Have an individual WDR?**

Be prepared to sign-up for the
statewide Winery Order in February

2025 when the current waiver expires.
Wait for the regional board

to contact you.

Yes Yes

Start

No Sign-up for the statewide winery
order by January 2024.

For more information, contact Noelle Cremers.

*General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Winery Waste and Categorical Waiver of Waste Discharge for Certain Small Wineries, Order No. R3-2017-0020. 
**A permit to operate a septic system does not qualify as a Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) under this program and wineries will need to enroll in the statewide Winery Order in addition to the septic permit.

*Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for Small Food Processors, Wineries and Regulated Agricultural Processors within the Central Valley Region, Order No. R5-2020-002.
**A permit to operate a septic system does not qualify as a Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) under this program and wineries will need to enroll in the statewide Winery Order in addition to the septic permit.
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WINERY ORDER FLOW CHART - OTHER REGIONS

Have an individual WDR?*

Wait for the regional board
to contact you.

Yes

No
Sign-up for the statewide winery

order by January 2024.

Start

For more information, contact Noelle Cremers.

 *A permit to operate a septic system does not qualify as a Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) under this program and wineries will need to enroll in the statewide Winery Order in addition to the septic permit.
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