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Emergency Relief Program

OVERVIEW



Authority
Statutory
• The Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency 

Assistance Act, September 30, 2021 (Pub. L. 117-43)



Assistance

ERP provides assistance to producers with crop, tree, bush, and vine 
losses:

• As a consequence of qualifying droughts, wildfires, hurricanes, 
floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze, including 
polar vortex, smoke exposure, excessive moisture, and related 
conditions

• Due to damaging weather events occurring in calendar years 2020 
or 2021

• For crop years 2020, 2021, or 2022



Phase 1

ERP assistance will be administered in a two-phased approach.

Phase 1 will:
• use a streamlined application process with prefilled application 

forms.
• provide payments on losses using data that is already on file 

with FSA or RMA as a result of the producer previously receiving 
a NAP payment or a crop insurance indemnity under certain 
crop insurance policies.



Phase 2

Phase 2 will provide assistance through a more traditional 
application process and will be available for:
• shallow losses
• quality losses
• producers without crop insurance or NAP coverage
• producers that did not receive Phase 1 payments, or elected 

not to participate in Phase 1



Signup

Phase Signup

Phase 1 for eligible producers with insured 
crops that received a crop insurance indemnity

Currently Open

Phase 1 for eligible producers with NAP 
covered crops that received certain NAP 
payments

TBD

Phase 2 TBD



PHASE 1 OVERVIEW



Process

• Utilizes existing RMA and NAP data as the basis for 
calculating initial ERP payments

• Payments are based on producer certification



Eligible Producers

Phase 1 is limited to eligible producers that:

• Suffered crop, tree, bush, and vine production losses, 
in whole or in part, due to qualifying disaster events 
or related conditions in calendar years 2020 and 2021 

and

• Received crop insurance indemnities for certain crop 
insurance policies or NAP payments for those losses 



Process

• prefilled FSA-520 ERP applications and a letter 
with instructions was mailed to primary 
policyholders that received a crop insurance 
indemnity in 2020 and 2021

• Applications for eligible producers that received a
NAP payment will be mailed at a later date



Process

Continued,

• Producers will complete and submit applications

• FSA will load elections, shares, and signature dates in the ERP 
software

• Payments are processed after all eligibility forms have been 
received and FSA representative has signed and certified the 
payment



Producer Certification

Phase 1 payments are based on producer certification.  Producers 
electing to receive Phase 1 payments must: 

• certify that the calculated RMA indemnity or NAP payment received 
was due, in whole or in part, to a loss of production caused by a 
qualifying disaster event or related condition occurring in calendar 
years 2020 and/or 2021 

• agree to purchase crop insurance or NAP as applicable for the next 
2 available crop years



ELIGIBILITY



Eligible Loss

ERP benefits may be provided for losses to 2020, 2021, or 2022 
crops, trees, bushes, and vines depending on the coverage period 
for the crop in effect on the date of the disaster.

However, to be eligible, the qualifying disaster event must have 
occurred in calendar years 2020 and/or 2021.



Qualifying Disaster Event

Qualifying Disaster Events

• Qualifying Drought • Freeze, including polar vortex

• Derecho • Hurricanes (must be named)

• Excessive Heat • Smoke exposure

• Excessive Moisture • Wildfire

• Flooding • Winter storm



Related Disaster Event Condition

Qualifying 
Disaster Event

Related Condition

Derecho Excessive Wind
Flooding Silt or debris that occurred as a direct or 

proximate result of flooding
Hurricane Excessive wind, storm surges, tornado, 

tropical storm, tropical depression
Winter Storm Excessive wind, blizzard



Qualifying Loss 

The loss must be due, in whole or in part, to a qualifying 
disaster event or related condition occurring in calendar 
years 2020 or 2021.



Year of Loss

Example:
The 2022 crop insurance coverage begins when the 2021 grapes 
are harvested. The grape vines suffered losses due to a wildfire 
December 2021. Because crop-year 2022 insurance was in effect 
on the date of the wildfire, and because the loss was caused by 
an event in calendar year 2021, the 2022 crop is eligible for ERP 
benefits.



Eligible Producer 

Eligible Producer: Persons or legal entities that are entitled to an 
ownership share and are at risk in the crop production and 
marketing associated with the crops on the farm.



Eligible Producer

Eligible Producer is a:
• US Citizen
• Resident alien, also known as “lawful alien”
• Partnership consisting solely of citizens of the U.S. or resident 

aliens
• Corporation, Limited Liability Company, or other organizational 

structure organized under State law consisting solely of citizens 
of the U.S. or resident aliens.

• Indian Tribe or Tribal Organization



Ineligible Producer

Ineligible Producers include…

• persons or legal entities who did not have a reported ownership interest in any of 
the designated commodities

• persons and legal entities that have been suspended or debarred or otherwise 
excluded from participating in Federal programs

• persons and legal entities that do not meet payment limitation, payment eligibility 
or HELC/WC requirements.

• Producers determined ineligible for NAP or crop insurance, applicable to the year for 
which the determination is made.



Eligible Phase 1 Crops

Eligible Phase 1 Crops include…

• crops for which Federal crop insurance is available

• crops eligible for NAP according to 1-NAP (Rev. 2), unless
identified as ineligible in subparagraph 53A.

Note: Eligible crops include crops that were planted or 
prevented from being planted.



Ineligible Phase 1 Crops

Ineligible Phase 1 Crops include …

• Crops for which federal crop insurance or NAP is not 
available

• Crops intended for grazing

• Volunteer crops

• Experimental crops



Eligible Phase 1 Trees, Bushes, and Vines

Eligible Phase 1 Trees Bushes and Vines are

Perennial trees, bushes, and vines grown for the 
commercial production of an annual crop intended for 
human consumption.



Linkage

As a condition of payment eligibility, producers must 
obtain crop insurance or NAP coverage, as applicable 
and if available, for the crop, tree, bush or vine.

Crop insurance or NAP coverage must be obtained for 
the next 2 available crop years, not to exceed 2026. 



Linkage Years

Depending on the date a producer receives an ERP 
payment, and the applicable application/sales 
closing date for the crop, the next 2 available crop 
years may be any of the following: 

• 2023 and 2024
• 2024 and 2025
• 2025 and 2026



Linkage Years

Example:

Producer A received ERP benefits for 2021 wheat losses 
and received an ERP payment in June of 2022.  The sales 
closing date to purchase insurance for the 2023 crop year 
in the producer’s State is  September 30, 2022. Based on 
the date Producer A received ERP benefits, and the sales 
closing date for the crop, the next 2 available crop years for 
Producer A are 2023 and 2024.  



Coverage Levels

Coverage must be obtained at:

• 60/100 or higher for insured crops

• Basic 50/55 (CAT) level or higher for NAP 
crops



Linkage 

IF the crop was… THEN coverage must have been obtained…

an insured crop in the physical location county of the crop, tree, 
bush, or vine that received benefits

a NAP-covered crop in the administrative county of the crop, tree, 
bush, or vine that received benefits

The linkage requirement applies to the producer’s interest in 
the crop, tree, bush, or vine in the county that received 
benefits.



Linkage Not Required

Linkage is not required if an applicant:  

• quits farming or an applicant entity completely dissolves.

• does not plant the crop in 1 or more of the required linkage 
years.

Note: This applies only for the year the crop was not 
planted. 



Linkage Not Required

• An applicant received a payment for a tree, bush, or vine 
that is not insurable in the required linkage years.

• Insurance or NAP coverage is no longer available for the 
crop, tree, bush, or vine.



Failure to Meet Linkage

A participant not meeting linkage requirements must 
repay the amount of the ERP payment for the crop not 
meeting linkage, plus applicable interest.



RMA PHASE 1



Eligible producers on the ERP application include:
• Primary policy holders with an FSA record
• Producers with an FSA record that are listed as SBI to a 

primary policy holder for one of the following RMA entity 
types:
• Individual operating as a business
• Spousal/married
• Landlord/tenant
• Revocable Trust
• Transfer of Right to Indemnity

RMA Eligible Producers



• Producer can assign shares to SBI

• Not required

• Primary policy holder is responsible for identifying SBI shares

• If share is assigned, SBI must sign

• Process is intended to allow SBIs who are listed as a separate 
share at FSA to participate in Phase 1

SBI Shares



RMA Exemptions:
• SBI file is limited to entity types that might meet RMA 

exemption list
• Spouse
• Landlord/Tenant
• Revocable Trust
• Transfer of Right to Indemnity
• Individual operating as a business

RMA Eligible Producers (Continued)



Plan Code Plan Name
01 Yield Protection
02 Revenue Protection
03 Revenue Protection – Harvest Price Exclusion
04 Area Yield Protection
05 Area Revenue Protection
06 Area Revenue Protection with Harvest Price Exclusion
13 Rainfall Index
21 Production and Revenue History Yield Protection
22 Production and Revenue History Plus
23 Production and Revenue History Revenue
35 STAX
36 STAX – Harvest Price Exclusion
40 Tree Based Dollar Amount of Insurance
41 Pecan Revenue
43 Aquaculture Dollar Plan
47 Actual Revenue History
50 Dollar Amount of Insurance
51 Fixed Dollar Amount of Insurance
55 Yield Based Dollar Amount of Insurance
76 Whole Farm Revenue Protection
90 Actual Production History

Eligible Policies



Plan Code Plan Name

16 Margin Protection

17 Margin Protection with Harvest Price Option

31 SCO – Yield

32 SCO – Revenue

33 SCO – Revenue with Harvest Price Exclusion

35 STAX

36 STAX – Harvest Price Exclusion

37 HIP-WI (Hurricane - Wind Index)

Eligible Supplemental Policies



PHASE 1 APPLICATION



Applying for ERP Phase 1

FSA and RMA producers who are eligible to apply for ERP Phase 1

• Pre-filled applications will be mailed to eligible producers
• First – RMA data only
• Second – NAP data (to be completed at a later date)

• Separate application for each crop year

Producers cannot alter the pre-filled data included on 
the FSA-520 ERP Phase 1 Application

Application Distribution



Phase 1 Application



Phase 1 Application (Cont.)



Phase 1 Application (Cont.)



Phase 1 Application (Cont.)



Phase 1 Application (Cont.)



Phase 1 Application (Cont.)



Complete Application

An application is considered complete once producer:

• completes all required entries
• signs the application
• obtains applicable SBI signatures for those for which 

a share is identified on the FSA-520
• submits the FSA-520 application to an FSA Office.



Additional Eligibility Forms

Producers, including SBI’s with a share in the crop on the application 
must also have the following forms on file with FSA by no later than 60 
days following the ERP Phase 1 deadline (TBD):

• AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (if applicable)

• CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan, for an individual or legal entity as provided in 7 CFR 
part 1400

• CCC-901, Member information, for Legal Entities (if applicable)

• AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC), 
for the producer and applicable affiliates



Additional Eligibility Forms (Cont.)

Producers requesting an increased payment rate or payment 
limitation, must submit the following:
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, 

Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification 
(Historically underserved)

• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment 
Limitation for Certain Programs, accompanied by a certification 
from a certified public accountant or attorney as to that person or 
legal entity’s certification for a legal entity and all members of that 
entity, for each applicable program year



How ERP Payments are Calculated:

• ERP Payments was calculated by RMA
• Data used in calculation is not provided to FSA
• Payments are calculated at the same level as indemnity
• Payment data is provided as “Pay Unit”

RMA Phase 1 Payment



ERP Factors

For Producers with Crop Insurance the following ERP Factors are applicable:



ERP Factors

For Producers with NAP coverage the following ERP Factors are applicable:



Historically Underserved Producer (HUP) Factor

Producers who certify on a CCC-860:

• Beginning Farmer or Rancher
• Limited Resource Producer
• Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher, including 

gender
• Veteran Farmers or Ranchers (less than 10 years 

farming)

HUP factor will be 115%.
All other producers will be 100%



RMA Phase 1 Payments

In general, RMA will calculate each producer’s loss consistent with 
the loss procedures for the type of coverage purchased, replacing 
the “guarantee” calculation based on the producer’s elected 
coverage levels with the ERP factor. 
• The RMA Phase 1 payments will take into consideration the 

difference between the expected value of the crop and the 
actual value of the crop as a result of qualifying disaster 
events. 

• The expected value is the pre-loss dollar value of the crop and 
unit at the time of loss, consistent with the type of coverage 
purchased.



RMA Phase 1 Payments

Each RMA Estimated payment has a specific method to get to the 
loss calculation of:

• ((Expected Value, multiplied by ERP Factor) minus Actual Value 
minus Salvage Value) multiplied by Unharvested/Prevented 
Planting Factor, minus

• Indemnity, minus
• Premiums and service fees paid by the producer, equals
• Estimated ERP Payment



RMA Phase 1 Payments

The ERP Phase 1 payment, processed in the recording 
county will be:
• Estimated ERP Payment (Prior to Adjustments), 

multiplied by
• Share, multiplied by
• Historically Underserved Producer (HUP) Factor

Note: This amount will be factored by 75% due to funding 
limitations



PAYMENT 
LIMITATION



• ERP has its own per person or legal entity payment 
limitation separate from other programs authorized by the 
Act. 

• Separate payment limitations for each crop year, 2020, 2021, 
2022.

• Separate payment limitations for specialty/high value crops 
and non-specialty crops.  

• $125,000 for specialty/high value crops 
• $125,000 for non-specialty crops

ERP Payment Limitation



• Specialty Crop
• fruits, tree nuts, vegetables, culinary herbs and spices, medicinal plants, 

and nursery, floriculture, and horticulture crops.
• includes common specialty crops identified by the Agricultural Marketing 

Service at https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/specialty-
crop and other crops as designated by the Deputy Administrator

• Non-specialty Crop

• High Value Crops will be specifically identified in phase 2.

ERP Payment Limitation

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/specialty-crop


FSA-510, Request for 
an Exception to the 
$125,000 Payment 
Limitation for Certain 
Programs

Payment Limitation Exception Form



• $125,000 per person or legal entity
• Applies for each of the program years, 2020, 

2021 and 2022.
• An optional increase in payment limitation to 

$250,000 per person or legal entity may be 
authorized.

ERP Payment Limitation – Non-Specialty Crops



If the applicant is 
a/an

AND the application is for a Then the 
Payment Limit 
is:

Individual
non-specialty crop and the 

applicant has filed form FSA-
510 certifying the average AGI 

is more than 75% from 
farming, ranching, or forestry 

operations

$250,000

Joint Operation
-Members

$250,000, for 
each eligible 
member

Legal Entity $250,000

Payment Limitation, Non-Specialty



Payment Limitation, Non-Specialty

Example 3: Individual, Non-Specialty, Exception

Mr. DeVille submits an ERP application for cotton and files 
an FSA-510 certifying more than 75% of his average AGI 
was derived from farming, ranching, or forestry operations.

Mr. DeVille’s payment limitation is $250,000.



Example 4: Joint Operation, Non-Specialty, Exception

A general partnership, has two first level members who 
are individuals. An ERP application is submitted for the 
partnership for wheat. Both members file an FSA-510 
certifying more than 75% of their average AGI was 
derived from farming, ranching, or forestry operations.

The payment limitation is $250,000 for each member.

Payment Limitation, Non-Specialty



• $125,000 per person or legal entity
• Applies for each of the program years, 2020, 

2021 and 2022.
• An optional increase in payment limitation to 

$900,000 per person or legal entity may be 
authorized.

ERP Payment Limitation – Specialty Crops



If the applicant is 
a/an

AND the application is for a Then the 
Payment Limit 
is:

Individual
specialty or high-value crop 
and the applicant has filed 
form FSA-510 certifying the 

average AGI is more than 75% 
from farming, ranching, or 

forestry operations

$900,000

Joint Operation
-Member

$900,000 for 
each eligible 
member

Legal Entity $900,000

Payment Limitation, Specialty



Example 7: Individual, Specialty/High Value, Exception

Mr. Rockett, an individual, submits an ERP application 
for Grapes.  He files an FSA-510 certifying more than 
75% of his average AGI was derived from farming, 
ranching, or forestry operations.  

Mr. Rockett’s payment limitation is $900,000.

Payment Limitation, Specialty



Example 8: Legal Entity, Specialty/High Value, Exception

A corporation, submits an ERP application for peppers, 
fresh green beans and processed red pepper. The 
Corporation files an FSA-510 certifying more than 75% of 
the average AGI was derived from farming, ranching, or 
forestry operations. 

The corporation’s payment limitation is $900,000.

Payment Limitation, Specialty



FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 
Payment Limitation for Certain Programs

One Form = One Program Year

Payment Limitation Exception Form



FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment 
Limitation for Certain Programs

Payment Limitation Exception Form



FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment 
Limitation for Certain Programs

Payment Limitation Exception Form



FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 
Payment Limitation for Certain Programs

Payment Limitation Exception Form



FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 
Payment Limitation for Certain Programs

Payment Limitation Exception Form



FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment 
Limitation for Certain Programs

Payment Limitation Exception Form



Resources

ERP Public Facing Website:

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-
relief/index

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index


Questions
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